"There is no way out of the imagined order. When we break down our prison walls and run towards freedom, we are in fact running into the most spacious exercise yard of a bigger prison". 1 History teaches us that, to progress science, there has to be a mutual re-enforcement of politics and economics. Political and economic institutions provide resources without which scientific research is not possible. In return, scientific research provides new powers that are used, amongst other things, to obtain newer revenue, some of which is re-invested in research. This positive feedback mechanism further augments science. 2 As scientists, we know that the only way to scrutinise evidence is first to accept that there is a need to explore the evidence. This compulsion may arise, amongst many triggers, on our thirst to expand our understanding as well as on our observations which we were smart enough to question and ask ourselves the "obvious" question, "Why can this not be done in a better way or how can I overcome this inadequacy?" Clearly, we will not look for this answer purely in abstract philosophy. Just like a mitral valve prolapse is a mechanical defect and needs a mechanical solution: fix the prolapse; replace the valve; open or percutaneous intervention; no amount of medication is going to fix this valve. Medication may ameliorate the effects of this leak, but will never treat it and, therefore, needs an active interventional solution supported, indeed, by pharmacology, but there is no doubt that, to treat it, we need intervention.
I titled the editorial, "The imagined order"; this is a consequence of me reading "Sapiens" -a Brief History of Humankind. The author, Yuval Noah Harari, wishes us to conceptualise and consider the concept of the imagined order. I think, to a certain extent, this has relevance because scientists have not stood up and said that we know the answers to everything, there is nothing more to be looked at, that is not true. Our quest for expanding our understanding has allowed us to not stagnate, as stagnation is deterioration and we have to be grateful to human ingenuity.
We are empowering ourselves to explore and there is no other field as young yet as technologically advanced as cardiovascular sciences. Perfusion is, in my opinion, pivotal in expanding this arena and, although we are thriving, there is still much to achieve.
Extracorporeal membrane oxygenation has now surpassed the old model and continues to be innovated to expand its usage and attempt to understand the various dynamics involved. Be it oxygenation and carbon dioxide clearance, be it biochemical evaluation by Cies et al. in the association of procalcitonin values and bacterial infections in patients receiving ECMO, be it blood flow and thrombus formation by Weber, indeed, understanding bleeding during veno-venous ECMO by ROTEM, Perfusion is exploring mutually collaborative beneficial associations in the tradition of propagation and is supplemented with a collaboration with EURO-ELSO 2018.
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